
1:19-28 

Having already been referred to twice, John the Baptist now comes on the scene in Bethany beyond Jordan. 

• Similar to Matthew’s account (Matt. 3:7-10), his preaching gains such a following that the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem send an envoy to find out about his preaching:  

o Priests – Authorities in theological matters 
o Levites – Authorities of the rituals and service of the temple 

• John, the son of a Levitical priest, who also roams the wilderness in camel skin, eating honey and locusts, 
doesn’t fit into either of these categories, so his unusual success is an oddity. 

o Three initial questions, based on popular possibility: 
 Are you the Messiah (Christ)? – Based on Dan. 9:24-27 – John’s answer: “No” 
 Are you Elijah? – Based on Mal. 4:5-6 – John’s answer: “I am not.” 

• This answer is curious, since Jesus identifies John with Elijah in Matt 11:14 & 17:12. 
• Certainly, his appearance (camel hair garment, leather belt, etc) recalls Elijah’s (2 Kg 

1:8). 
• It’s possible that John’s answer meant that he was not Elijah physically reincarnated. 

 Are you the Prophet? – Based on Deut. 18:15? Or possible reference to Jeremiah (cf Matt 
16:14)? – John’s answer: “No” 

• The crowds will also make this speculation about Jesus in 7:40. 
• Deut. 18:15 - Since the prophecy (given by Moses) said that this individual would be one 

“like [Moses]”, this Prophet may have been believed to be a Moses-like figure who 
would lead them out of the “bondage” of Rome, much as Moses led Israel out of the 
bondage of Egypt. 

o In the absence of answers to these questions, they ask: “Who are you then?” 
 John’s answer comes from Isaiah 40:3: 

• “I am a ‘voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the Lord!”’ 
• In Isaiah’s day, when a king traveled, roads were built so that the royal chariot did not 

have to traverse rough terrain or risk getting stuck in the mud. 
• The imagery is evocative of a herald calling for a clear path for an approaching king. 

Jesus is the Word, John is the voice. 
o (In some sense, really should have been the task of all the priests, since they 

acted as spiritual leaders among the people.) 
• The continuation of Isaiah 40 offers relevant context to John’s answer: 
• “Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

• “Now they had been sent from the Pharisees…” 
o The true authority behind this delegation is revealed. 
o Pharisees were strict interpreters of the law who insisted on tradition and rituals. Naturally, the next 

question will have to do with the baptism that John was now practicing.  
• The way the question is asked shows that John’s call for baptism was understood by them to be a sign of 

authority.  
o If John is merely a poorly-dressed, itinerant preacher (rather than the Messiah or a prophet), what right 

does he have to institute and insist on new practices? 
• John’s answer in this account (“I baptize with water.”) is curious, considering that the other three gospels all give 

the rest of John’s motives for baptism: repentance of the baptized individual.  
o Considering who he is speaking to, this may already be understood.  



o Thus, he may simply be pointing out that his method of baptism is no different than what Jewish custom 
asked of potential proselytes of this time period: to repent, be cleansed and put on new clothes as a 
member of the community of believers. 

• John’s next statement underlines the fact that there is another individual coming who does command greater 
authority to overrule customs and traditions. 

o “ Someone stands among you, but you don’t know Him. He is the One coming after me [who came before 
me], whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 
 The act of loosing someone’s sandal was considered the work of the lowest slave of a 

household; an act which John doesn’t consider himself worthy to perform.  
• “Bethany across the Jordan” 

o There were two places in Judea named Bethany. This description was probably to distinguish this town 
(often referred to as “Bethabara”) from the Bethany just outside Jerusalem (where Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus lived). 

o (However, it is interesting to note that Bethabara is traditionally believed to be in close proximity to 
Jericho, across the Jordan river. Looking back at 2 Kings 2, this would supposedly have been the same 
area where Elijah was taken up in a whirlwind.)) 

1:29-51 

Four testimonies: Including the current testimony of John the Baptist, there are four declarations that Jesus is the 
Messiah: 

• John the Baptist (1:29, 34, 35) 
• Andrew (1:41) 
• Philip (1:45) 
• Nathanael (1:49) 

 

In the narrative concerning John the Baptist, note the four descriptions he uses to “testify about the light” once Jesus 
appears: 

• 1:29 – The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
• 1:30 – The One who has surpassed me because He existed before me (cf 1:15) 
• 1:34 – I have seen and testified that He is the Son of God 
• 1:36 – The Lamb of God 

 

The next day, John sees Jesus and proclaims Him as the One he mentioned previously. The title he ascribes to Jesus is 
interesting: the Lamb of God. 

• Certainly, the concept of a sacrificial lamb taking away sin was a familiar one to a Jewish audience (Ex. 29:38-46), 
but we can also assume John made the connection to the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:7 being “led as a lamb to 
the slaughter” to atone for the sins of mankind.  

• It’s interesting to note that he adds the qualifier, “the Lamb of God.” Much as God provided the ram for 
Abraham’s sacrifice, God has provided the Lamb to be sacrificed for the people.  

He goes on to recount how he was to know who the Messiah would be: the Spirit would rest on Him. (We see this 
played out in Matt. 3:13-17) 

• While the identity of “He who sent me” isn’t specifically stated, we can assume that John received these 
instructions directly from God (as many of the OT prophets did).  

1:33 gives the culmination of John’s answer to the Jewish delegation: 



• His initial answer seemed to indicate that, while he baptized with water for the forgiveness of sins, there was a 
comparatively greater baptism to come.  

o Here we see that Jesus’ baptism is one “with/in the Holy Spirit,” thus superior to John’s. 

1:35-37 might seem repetitive, with John making the same exclamation about Jesus again.  

• However, the narrative adds that two additional disciples are present (one is revealed to be Andrew in vs 40; the 
other is most likely the author himself, John). 

A few things to notice: 

• We’re provided with more context concerning the disciples’ initial decisions to follow Jesus.  
o While the synoptics make it seem as if Jesus happens suddenly upon Peter, Andrew, James and John, 

after which they abruptly abandon their fishing professions, John shows us that he and Andrew were 
followers of John the Baptist, so they had already come into contact with Jesus when He meets them at 
the Sea of Galilee. 

• Looking at the circumstances surrounding each man’s decision to follow Jesus, some similarities appear: 

Andrew Simon (Peter) Philip Nathanael 

 
“Followed” (pursued) 
based on John’s 
testimony 

 
Acknowledged Jesus’ 
authority as a teacher 

 
After speaking with 
Jesus, testified that He 
was the Messiah to his 
brother 

 
Followed based on 
Andrew’s testimony 

 
 

 
Personally called by 
Jesus 

 
May have been 
associated with 
Andrew and Peter, 
being from the same 
town (Bethsaida). 

 
Testified that Jesus was 
the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law (Deut. 
18:15?) 

 
Initially doubtful, 
followed based on 
Philip’s testimony 

 
After speaking with 
Jesus, testifies that He 
is the Son of God & 
King of Israel  

 

The last part of Jesus’ conversation with Nathanael (1:51) is interesting on two levels: 

• First, the image of “angels of God ascending and descending” is most likely from Gen 28:10-17, where Jacob 
(who consequently, was a man of guile) experiences his vision of this same image at the place he would go on to 
name “Bethel.” 

• Second, despite Nathanael using the title “Son of God,” Jesus refers to Himself as “Son of Man.” This term does 
have precedence in the OT (Dan.7:13-14), as one who was “given authority to rule, and glory and a kingdom, so 
that those of every nation and language should serve Him.”  

A few takeaways from John 1: 

John the Baptist’s mission is outlined in various locations in the chapter (1:7, 15, 19, 32, 34).  

• What light does the rest of the chapter cast on the success of this mission? Was John successful? How did John’s 
disciples come to believe in Jesus? (seeing and hearing) 

Note the emphasis throughout the chapter on seeing/looking/revealing. There are at least 18 uses of words related to 
sight. 



Notice that John records each man giving Jesus a different title, but all point to the same conclusion: 

• John – “The Lamb of God” 
• Andrew – “Messiah” 
• Philip – “The One Moses wrote about in the Law (and so did the prophets)” 
• Nathanael – “Son of God” “King of Israel” 
• Jesus – “Son of Man” 

Note the emphasis on the result of testimony:  

• All of the people who “received” Jesus (cf 1:12) did so based on the testimony of another witness, after which 
they investigated for themselves and followed after Him.  

• Do you think this relates to our mission as Christians today? 


