
1 Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that 

His hour had come to depart from this world to 

the Father. Having loved His own who were in 

the world, He loved them to the end. 

2 Now by the time of supper, the Devil had 

already put it into the heart of Judas, Simon 

Iscariot’s son, to betray Him. 3 Jesus knew that 

the Father had given everything into His hands, 

that He had come from God, and that He was 

going back to God. 4 So He got up from supper, 

laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it 

around Himself. 5 Next, He poured water into a 

basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet and 

to dry them with the towel tied around Him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked Him, “Lord, 

are You going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered him, “What I’m doing you don’t 

understand now, but afterward you will know.” 

8 “You will never wash my feet—ever!” Peter 

said. 

Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash you, you have no 

part with Me.” 

9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not only my 

feet, but also my hands and my head.” 

10 “One who has bathed,” Jesus told him, 

“doesn’t need to wash anything except his feet, 

but he is completely clean. You are clean, but 

not all of you.” 11 For He knew who would betray 

Him. This is why He said, “You are not all clean.” 

12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on 

His robe, He reclined again and said to them, “Do 

you know what I have done for you? 13 You call 

Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. 
14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 

feet. 15 For I have given you an example that you 

also should do just as I have done for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passover Festival – Recall John the Baptist’s description of Jesus: “the Lamb of God” (1:29) 

His hour had come – 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:28 

He loved them to the end – Two ways of reading this (neither exclusive): 
• Despite the fact that the sin of man made His death necessary, Jesus loved them 

even to death on the cross (cf Phil. 2:8). 
• Literal, “to the uttermost,” reflecting not just time, but extent/amount. 

the Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas – Consider with v 27 
• --- see endnotes --- 

Jesus knew – These three assurances are the reason Jesus remains resolute to go to the 
cross (cf 12:27). 

laid aside His robe – Jesus removed His own garment and voluntarily put on the attire of a 
servant (cf Phil 2:7). 

• Keep in mind the context of this event from Lk. 22 – the disciples have been 
arguing over which of them is the greatest. 

Similar to John the Baptist’s response to Jesus’ request for baptism (Matt. 3:14) 

afterward you will know – “Afterward” = post-resurrection. John has already alluded to the 
apostles’ reflection on past events in light of the cross (2:22; etc). Peter’s personal insight is 
evident in Acts and his epistles. 

you have no part with Me – Jesus’ love is unconditional; His fellowship is not. 

One who has bathed… – In 15:3 Jesus will tell His disciples that they are “already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you.” A person who has already bathed only needs to 
wash off their feet when they reach their home or the home where they are a guest.  

but not all of you – Another hint of the presence of a traitor in their midst (cf Jn. 6:70b). 
• Jesus has true knowledge of the human heart, so He knows Judas’ intentions. 

I have given you an example – The emphasis of Jesus’ example isn’t on the act of foot-
washing, but of humility and service.  

• Just as Jesus, the Son, submits to the will of His Father, exemplifying His love and 
providence, Jesus’ disciples are to imitate Him by deferring to one another and 
serving all men. 

• See Phil 2:5-8 



16 “I assure you: A slave is not greater than his 

master, and a messenger is not greater than the 

one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, 

you are blessed if you do them. 18 I’m not 

speaking about all of you; I know those I have 

chosen. But the Scripture must be fulfilled: The 

one who eats My bread has raised his heel 

against Me.  

19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so 

that when it does happen you will believe that I 

am He. 20 I assure you: Whoever receives anyone 

I send receives Me, and the one who receives 

Me receives Him who sent Me.” 

21 When Jesus had said this, He was troubled in 

His spirit and testified, “I assure you: One of you 

will betray Me!” 

22 The disciples started looking at one another—

uncertain which one He was speaking about. 
23 One of His disciples, the one Jesus loved, was 

reclining close beside Jesus. 24 Simon Peter 

motioned to him to find out who it was He was 

talking about. 25 So he leaned back against Jesus 

and asked Him, “Lord, who is it?” 

26 Jesus replied, “He’s the one I give the piece of 

bread to after I have dipped it.” When He had 

dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas, Simon 

Iscariot’s son. 27 After Judas ate the piece of 

bread, Satan entered him. Therefore Jesus told 

him, “What you’re doing, do quickly.” 

28 None of those reclining at the table knew why 

He told him this. 29 Since Judas kept the money-

bag, some thought that Jesus was telling him, 

“Buy what we need for the festival,” or that he 

should give something to the poor. 30 After 

receiving the piece of bread, he went out 

immediately. And it was night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is not greater – Servants and messengers are chosen to carry out their master’s will. They 
serve him, represent him and share in his fate.  

• Jesus is reminding the disciples to remember their place - and their resulting 
responsibility. 

• “messenger” = Gr, apostolos, “one who is sent” 

The one who eats My bread has raised his heel against Me – Psa. 41:9 
• Context: David rejoices over an individual who shows mercy and humility (41:1-

3), but laments over a trusted friend who has “spoken deceitfully” and incited his 
enemies to harm him (41:4-9).  

I am telling you now before it happens – Jesus knows that His arrest and crucifixion will 
shake their faith in Him, so He is preparing them for what is coming. 

• “…believe that I AM” – ego eimi 
o NIV renders this “..believe that I am who I am.” (Ex. 3:4) 

Whoever receives anyone I send receives Me – v 16 provides the linking idea: 
• 8:24b - “If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 
• If the disciples remain steadfast through the coming days, they will later be sent 

as messengers of the risen Christ.  
o Acceptance of them and their message should be equated to receiving 

God. 

He’s the one I give the piece of bread to – It is considered a gesture of honor for the host 
to break a piece of the meal and hand it directly to a participant. 

• Also, if we assume that John (“the disciple whom Jesus loved”) is on Jesus’ right, 
then Judas’ proximity to Jesus must mean that he is on the left, which is a place of 
honor at the banquet table. 

And it was night  
• cf 9:4 - “We must do the works of Him who sent Me while it is day. Night is 

coming when no man can work.”  

Satan entered him – At this point, Judas’ mind is made up and he is ready to set events in 
motion. Any further delay may risk exposure before the deed can be carried out. 

More on this in v26… 



31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the 

Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in 

Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also 

glorify Him in Himself and will glorify Him at 

once. 

33 “Children, I am with you a little while longer. 

You will look for Me, and just as I told the Jews,  

‘Where I am going you cannot come,’ so now I 

tell you. 

34 “I give you a new command: Love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you must also love one 

another. 35 By this all people will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

36 “Lord,” Simon Peter said to Him, “where are 

You going?” 

Jesus answered, “Where I am going you cannot 

follow Me now, but you will follow later.” 

37 “Lord,” Peter asked, “why can’t I follow You 

now? I will lay down my life for You!” 

38 Jesus replied, “Will you lay down your life for 

Me? I assure you: A rooster will not crow until 

you have denied Me three times. 

 

Did Satan “possess” Judas to betray Jesus? 

What does it mean for Satan to have “put it into the heart of Judas to betray [Jesus]” (13:2)? What does it mean that Satan 
“entered” Judas (13:27)?  

The short answer is “no.” This is not demon possession, as we see in other passages. This is willful, sinful intent on Judas’ part, for 
which he will be held accountable. 

A few points to consider: 

1. There is no scriptural evidence for bodily possession by Satan himself. 
2. We have already seen Jesus refer to activity and attitudes of the unbelieving Jews as being “of your father, the devil” 

(8:44). They aren’t Satan’s literal children, but they are complicit with his goals. 
3. Consider another example with similar wording – Acts 5, the account of Ananias and Sapphira. Peter rebukes them by 

asking “How is it that Satan has filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” They are neither commanded nor compelled 
to lie by Satan, but their works fall in line with his nature and goals. 

James 1:14-15 states that “each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires.” Judas has clearly 
associated himself with Jesus for the purpose of feeding his desire for money (12:6). It will be this same desire that ultimately 
entices him to betray Jesus. The devil may play the role of tempter (Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5), but it is our choice to act on or deny 
our sinful desires - just as it was also Judas’ choice. 

 

 

Now the Son of Man is glorified – Jesus has already connected His death with glory yet to 
come (12:23-26). The following four points are related to this theme: 

o The prophesied Son of Man is at the moment of sacrifice, which leads 
to His glory. 

o Because the sacrificial plan is the Father’s, any glory given to the Son is 
directly applied to the Father as well. 

o The Father Himself will honor the Son for completing His work. 
o This glorification isn’t delayed; it is immediately conveyed through His 

death, resurrection and ascension. 

I am with you a little while longer – This glorification will also involve separation. For Jesus 
to accomplish His heavenly task, He must leave this world…  

I give you a new command: Love one another – …but He hasn’t left them without a means 
to recognize those who are truly His disciples (1 Jn. 4:7-19). 

• As they follow the Master’s footsteps, they are also to imitate His character and 
concern. 

o 13:1 gives us the extent of this love. 
• This attitude of love will:  

o Bind them together to survive and to thrive. 
o Draw others to them. 

but you will follow later – This clause marks the key difference between Jesus’ words to His 
disciples and those He spoke to the Jews in 7:36: “You will look for Me, but you will not find 
Me; and where I am you cannot come. 

• Jesus provides hope that the separation they are about to endure will only be 
temporary.  

• cf Phil 1:21 – “For me, living is Christ and dying is gain.” 


