
1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does 

not produce fruit He removes, and He 

prunes every branch that produces fruit so 

that it will produce more fruit. 3 You are 

already clean because of the word I have 

spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, and I in you. 

Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit 

by itself unless it remains on the vine, so 

neither can you unless you remain in Me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The 

one who remains in Me and I in him 

produces much fruit, because you can do 

nothing without Me. 6 If anyone does not 

remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a 

branch and he withers. They gather them, 

throw them into the fire, and they are 

burned. 7 If you remain in Me and My words 

remain in you, ask whatever you want and 

it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 

glorified by this: that you produce much 

fruit and prove to be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father has loved Me, I have also 

loved you. Remain in My love. 10 If you keep 

My commands you will remain in My love, 

just as I have kept My Father’s commands 

and remain in His love. 

11 “I have spoken these things to you so that 

My joy may be in you and your joy may be 

complete. 12 This is My command: Love one 

another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 

greater love than this, that someone would 

lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are 

My friends if you do what I command you. 
15 I do not call you slaves anymore, because 

a slave doesn’t know what his master is 

doing. I have called you friends, because I  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vine had become a national symbol for Israel (similar to the bald eagle for America) 
• However, in the OT, Israel was consistently compared to a corrupt vine that had 

grown wild and diseased. 
o Psa 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; Ezek. 15; 19:10-14; Hos. 10:1 

 Jesus, the true (GR, alethenos, “real, genuine, pure”) vine, is the original vine (as opposed 
to a derivative), and thus is the standard by which all other vines are judged. 

• God is the vinedresser/gardener:  
o He created the vineyard.  
o He tends to it in a manner that protects against corruption and 

facilitates healthy growth. 

You are already clean –  
• GR, katharoi, “clean, pure, unstained” 
• Prev. 13:10 – “One who has bathed…is completely clean. You are clean…” 
• John 17:17, 19 – “Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth.” 
• Eph. 5:26 - Jesus sanctifies the church “by the washing of water through the 

word.” 
• 1 Jn. 3:3 – “Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 

Remain in Me –  
“Remain/abide” appears 10x in this chapter. 

• In ch 14, Jesus gives the disciples the mindset to survive what is coming. Now in 
ch 15, He will speak about how they will thrive and grow: by remaining true to 
their Master. 

• A few points: 
o They need to be assured that, even though Jesus won’t be in proximity, 

they can still be fruitful! 
o However, the only means of being fruitful is through constant, 

unhindered contact with the vine. 
 Contrast verse 7 with verse 4b. 

You are the branches –  
• Keep in mind that this conversation, while applicable in many respects to all 

Christians, is being specifically spoken to the disciples. 
• Thus, the “you” in the second paragraph, has immediate meaning for the 11, but 

some of the points are universally applicable. 

produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples –  
15:8 – Their message will be validated because the results (fruit) will be evident to all. 

• What is the fruit? Believers! 
o 4:35-38, “wheat” 
o 12:23-26, “grain” 

As the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you. -  
• Continuation of the meaning of the vine-branch analogy. 
• Love is the key to uniting the disciples to Christ, just as branches are united to a 

vine. 
o The Father’s love for the son is emulated in the Son’s love for His 

disciples. 
This is My command: love one another as I have loved you. 

• Now, they must follow His example in regard to each other and all believers. 
• Three things result from this love: 

o Joy – the result of self-sacrifice 
 Just as Jesus will sacrifice Himself for them and fulfil His joy, 

they must sacrifice for one another to know true joy. 
• 1 Jn. 3:16 – “This is how we have come to know 

love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay 
down our lives for our brothers.” 

o Communion – the result of faithful obedience 
 Friendship with Jesus is initiated by Him, contingent upon 

one’s obedience to Him. 
• 1 Jn. 4:21 – “And we have this command from Him: 

The one who loves God must also love his brother.” 



have made known to you everything I have 

heard from My Father. 16 You did not 

choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed you 

that you should go out and produce fruit 

and that your fruit should remain, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in My name, 

He will give you. 17 This is what I command 

you: Love one another. 

18 “If the world hates you, understand that it 

hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were 

of the world, the world would love you as 

its own. However, because you are not of 

the world, but I have chosen you out of it, 

the world hates you. 20 Remember the word 

I spoke to you: ‘A slave is not greater than 

his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will 

also persecute you. If they kept My word, 

they will also keep yours. 21 But they will do 

all these things to you on account of My 

name, because they don’t know the One 

who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and 

spoken to them, they would not have sin. 

Now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23 The one who hates Me also hates My 

Father. 24 If I had not done the works among 

them that no one else has done, they would 

not have sin. Now they have seen and 

hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this 

happened so that the statement written in 

their scripture might be fulfilled: They hated 

Me for no reason. 

26 “When the Counselor comes, the One I 

will send to you from the Father—the Spirit 

of truth who proceeds from the Father—He 

will testify about Me. 27 You also will testify, 

because you have been with Me from the 

beginning. 

If the world hates you, understand that it hated me 
15:17 begins a sharp contrast with the love that the disciples were to share for one 
another: hatred by the world. 

• The tense of “hate” implies a steady, continuing state, as opposed to a one-time 
expression of disdain. 

o See 3:19-21 – Light and darkness (the world) are consistently exclusive. 
o Their affiliation with the light will automatically bring them into conflict 

with the powers of darkness (19-20) 

Two reasons for this hatred: 
• Willful Ignorance (21) – Jn. 1:10-11; Rom. 1:28 
• Resentment of Jesus’ claims and commands (22) – Because Jesus dwelt among 

His people and gave them His word, they are without excuse. 
o But the world does not want to hear about its moral responsibility to 

the Father, so the response is antagonism. 
 

When the Counselor comes: 
• The mission of the Holy Spirit and the disciples will be the same. 
• This statement is best paired with the continuation of the thought in ch 16: 

o 16:2 – “The will ban you from the synagogue.” 
 Or, they will excommunicate you from God’s people. 
 However, the Spirit is the sign determining who belongs to 

the Father (Eph 1:13). 

They hated Me for no reason –  
• Multiple psalms use this expression 

o Psa. 35:19; 69:4; 109:3 - “They hated Me for no reason” 
 Psa 69 is the same psalm quoted in 2:17… 


