


“Flower falls…beauty perishes”

1 Pet. 1:3-7, 17-25

Isa. 40:27, 28-31; 41:1-16; 42:1-9



“Crown of life”

Rev. 2:10

Crown = joy, victory, royalty



Two important points:

1. God isn’t tempted by evil.

2. We are.

• We are responsible for 
our own desires…

• …and what is produced 
when they are inclined 
toward evil.



Deceived, misled – Something 
we do to ourselves (1:14).

Contrast this description of God 
with the one James refutes in vss
13-15.
• Tempting vs giving

• Man’s shifting desire vs God’s 
unchanging nature

• Our choice (death by deception) 
vs God’s choice (life from truth)

Firstfruits…creatures – Among 
God’s creation, we are the only 
creatures made “in God’s image.”



The “message of truth” is most 
effective under three conditions:

1. Quick hearing

• Listening to God humbly
helps us listen to men 
sympathetically.

2. Slow speaking

• The wise man is one who 
considers his words

• Quick speech can be 
ineffective (1 Cor. 1:17b) or 
do serious harm

3. Even slower anger

• There is a time for 
controlled anger (Eph. 
4:26), but to let it control 
us is foolish and dangerous.



“The implanted word”

Our desires must give way to the 
word’s demands.

Let them take root (Mk. 4:1-9)



Mirrors

Mirrors do two things:

1. They reflect reality.

2. They help us make 
adjustments by showing us 
what we can’t always see from 
our perspective.

Failure to act on the word is to 
“hear without hearing” (Matt. 
13:13; Acts 28:25-27).

“doers…hearers”

Successful hearing translates to 
doing.



“continues in it”

The action required by the gospel 
is not a one-time event – it is 
ongoing.

“looks intently”

parakupto (“with stooping”)

Jn. 20:5,11; 1 Pet. 1:12



Religion is primarily seen in two 
ways:

1. Controlled speech - that doesn’t 
lift self up or tear others down.

2. Generous deeds – from pure 
motives that mirror God’s care 
for even the most downtrodden.

In both of these ways, we reflect 
God’s glory to men (Col. 3:17).

Pure & Undefiled

God’s character is to be our character.

Isa. 1:16-17 – “Wash yourselves. Cleanse
yourselves. Remove your evil deeds.”

Visit (episkopos)

Heb. 2:6; 1 Pet. 2:25; Matt. 25:31-46

Care stemming from valuing people 
as God values people.


